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ROBERT COLLET

| We have to beein the bulletin once again with sad news: Robert GCollet died
‘ in August. He had been a Vice-President of the Societv since its inceotion
) and had vieorouslv supvorted Alkan's cause for manv vears before that. His
name was mentioned twice in the last bulletin alone-

: Ronald Smith revorts that he and Robert Collet taueht in adiacent rooms in
u the late 40s: their oupils included members of more than one roval familv.
F From 1952 he was a Professor of Piano at the Guildhall School of Music. It
E was Collet who gave Ronald Smith his copies of Alkan'c Graznde Scnate. the

| Cello Sonata and the Oous 76 Etudes. He was resoonsible for the first

' broadcasts of Alkan works in this countrv. as well as plavine some of the

! music on the radio some vears later. He made a generous contribution to
our Centenarv Festival in 1988.

He was also an authoritv on Chopin and Liszt. beine closelv involved with
the work of the Liszt Societv. which oreanised a memorial concert on l4th
November. .

CONCERTS

The closest thine to a meeting for some time took place on Seotember 29th.
when Richard Crabtree (viola) and Charles Matthews (viano) e¢ave an informal
recital at Trinitv Colleee of Music. Their proeramme consisted of Alkan's
Sonate de concert. Oo. 47. in Casimir Nev's version for viola and piano.
and the viola version of Brahms's F minor clarinet sonata. Op. 120 no. 1.

‘ I onlv learned of the concert three davs before it took place. and sent a
hurried notice to two dozen members in the London area. In spite of the

short notice and the 6 p.m. starting time. we added seven to a small

audience as a result-.




The performers had alreadv nlaved the Alkan work in St. George's Bristol
and hone to egive further nerformances and to record it- It was the first
time we had heard the version for viola and in e¢eneral it worked verv
well- Certainlv the nerformance was verv accurate and eot close to Alkan's
speeds-. The violist nlaved with a full tone and the vianist was well in
command of his demandine nart. though perhans on the cool side at times-
One obviouslv missed the low tones of the C strine on the cello but
Crabtree made a verv good case for its addition to a limited renertoire-
It was rather satisfvine to be ahead of the French for once who will be
able to hear this version of the work in the Maison de la culture in
Grenoble next Februarv. nlaved bv Gérard Caussé-

There have been several verformances in France notablv in the current
season of Radio France. Their choir included the Funeral March for a
Parrot in a onroeramme in December. The Imoromntu was nlaved bv
Francois—Henri Houbart in the series "L'orsue et Liszt™ on 14 Januarv- The
followine dav. Done—Suk Kane and Olivier Gardon nlaved the Grand Duo
Concertant for violin and pniano in the Salle Gaveau. A larege audience
received the work with ereat enthusiasm. The concert was recorded for
broadcast on France—-Musiaue-

RONALD SMITH

Our President makes his first apvearance at St John's. Smith Sauare. on
Thursdav 7th Aoril. As the enclosed handout shows. his oroecramme will
include the premiere of "Les recrets de la nonnette™ as well as other
pieces bv Alkan. He will also olav Beethoven's 32 Variations. the Oo. 25
Etudes bv Chooin and the Liszt B minor Sonata: a tvoicallv ecenerous and
demandine proeramme which should attract ereat subvort. '

MARK—-ANDRE HAMELIN

This one—man festival of rarities. continues to offer some fascinatine
revertoire. In December he recorded both of Alkan's Concerti da Camera
with the BBC Scottish Svmpohonv Orchestra conducted bv Martvn Brabbins. The
recordine for Hvoerion also includes Henselt's Concerto in F minor and
Variations for pniano and orchestra. The disc mav be readv bv April.

On April 27th. he will e¢ive a lunchtime recital for BBC Birmineham. his
programme to include the Alkan Sonatine as well as works bv Medtner.
Beethoven and Ronn Yedidia (his third sonata. "Outcries”).

Ates Orga. who devised the Wiemore Hall series for Nikolai Demidenko. has
now devised a series for Hamelin to plav there this June. Entitled "The
Virtuoso Romantiecs™. the series compbrises three concerts on Thursdav
evenines (9th. 16th and 30th June). The first includes Alkan's
transcriotion and cadenza for Beethoven's 3rd concerto. the Godowskv
Passacaglia on Schubert's Unfinished Svmpohonv and transcriotions bv Liszt
and Balakirev. The second is based on overatic and song transcriotions bv
Thalbere. Liszt. Busoni and Godowskv. The last includes Alkan's Trois
Grandes Etudes opn. 76. besides Medtner's G minor sounata. the Schubert—-Liszt
Soireé&s de Vienne no. 6 and the Schultz-Evler version of the Blue Danube.




RECORDINGS

Two maior releases have avneared on Marco Polo one lone—~awaited and the
other unexnected- The former is Laurent Martin's CD (8.223500) containine
the On. 76 Etudes. the three short Etudes de bravoure Oo. 12. Le Preux On-
17 and Le chemin de fer Oo. 27. The "Gramovhoune" reviewer was not
impressed with the recorded sound. but I find it verv acceontable and the
verformances are well worth attention- The Ovn- 12 and 17 nieces while
among Alkan's less important works. are varticularlv well plaved and this
is the first readilv available recordine of them. "Le chemin de fer" is
taken at the marked metronome speed and sounds a little scrambled at times.
The Oo. 76 larve studies are. for me. no renlacement for Ronald Smith's
verformance. but ooinions will varv. He takes a much shorter time for the
second . right—hand. studv. but that is because the repeats are omitted-

Bernard Rineeissen on 8.22335] has made the first available recording of
the complete Ov- 35 maior—-kev Etudes. The disc also has the Scherzo
diabolico and Le festin d'Esopbe from Oo. 39. These are verv impressive
performances indeed. with eood recorded sound too. He has the technicue
needed and brines out the manv beauties of the Opn. 35 set. He is sparine
with the pedal. even where it is sanctioned in "Le festin". eivine a
performance almost clear enough to take down as dictation.

Ringeissen included the Sonatine in his recital at the Husum festival of
rarities last summer. It was a thouehtful performance with some slower
soeeds ¢ivine the audience time to absorb the new sounds.

Eeon Petri's performance of the Svmohonie has apveared on a Svmposium disc
(no. 1145) which also has Percv Graineer's recordine of Chovin's B minor
sonata and Busoni's of shorter vpieces bv Bach. Beethoven. Chopin and Liszt.
The Petri performance is from the same source as the earlier reiease on
Pearl (which is entirelv of Petri recordines). but the Svmposium disc.
while not subiected to anv major cleanine of the sound. is mareinallv
better to mv ears. The performance is well worth hearine: it was made
late in Petri's career but is vpowerful and technicallv assured.

This disc is available from Svmposium Records. 110 Derwent Avenue. East
Barnet. Hertfordshire EN4 8LZ at the followine rates: £10 in the U.K..
£11.50 in Eurove and £13 for other countries.

I have now heard the recordine of the Cello Sonata and Violin Duo bv
Husevin Sermet with Christooh Henkel and Tedi Papavrami resvectivelv
(Valois—Auvidis V 4680). and like both verformances. Since both works are
alreadv available more than once - and Nimbus has certainlv not foreotten
that it will be releasineg Ronald Smith's performances eventuallv - this is
perhaos a disc for the keener collectors.

A new label. the United Recording Companv. has plans for a series of Alkan
recordines to be made bv John Lenehan. the winner of our Centenarv Piano
Competition. The companv is determined to offer rare revertoire and we
wish them well.

Nikolai Demidenko's set of recordines from his recitals at the Wigmore Hall
has been released. but he was not satisfied enouch with "Le tambour bat aux
champs”™ to have it included-




AN ALKAN DAY: Saturdav Aoril 16th 1994 at the Guildhall Schoaol

The committee has felt for a lone time that members mieht be more willine
to come to a maijor event lastine for a dav rather than the shorter eveninge
meetines which attract rather limited supnort. Accordinelv. Eliot Levin
has invited several nerformers and sveakers for a stimulatine dav based in
the Guildhall School of Music. to run from 9.30 until late afternoon- You
should have alredv received some information about the dav. We will begin
with a short meetine before the main oroeramme. So far this is known to
include a lecture~recital bv Ronald Smith. an orwan recital in St Giles
Criopnleeate bv Nicholas King. a recital bv Thomas Wakefield who has eiven
such svlendid performances for us before. and talks bv the scholars
Alexander Knapo and Janet Ritterman (Director of the Roval Collesge of
Music). Dr Ritterman will speak about pverformance nractice in Paris durine

the 1830—-50 veriod-

This is obviouslv an ambitious and costlv event. which we do hopne that manv
people will want to suooort. Members will be verv welcome to brine cuests.
Arrancements have been made for lunch in the Barbican Centre. and anvone
who wishes to have lunch is ureed to make an earlv reolv to Eliot Levin
with vavment.

NEW ORDER FORM

An order form for selected recordinegs and books is enclosed. Brian Dovle
has worked hard to obtain some of these. particularlv the Australian
recordine bv Steohanie McCallum. Our small societv has problems if we have
too much monev tied up in stocks of records. even thoueh Brian limits the
numbers he buvs in each batch. Therefore please do order from him if vou
wish this service to continue.

MEMBERSHIP 1994

A form for renewal and pavment of vour membershio is enclosed. We did not
send a formal reaquest for pavment last vear because our activities were so
limited. However. the forthcomine event is goine to draw on our resources
considerablv. and I hooe that it will encouragce vou to renew vour
membership.

We sincerelv thank all those who paid for membership last vear without a
reminder. 1If vou wish to make a donation in addition to the 1994
subscriontion. that would be most welcome.

Please note that the cheadues for membership should be sent to me this time.

so that I can more easilv upndate mv list of members.

DISCOGRAPHY

Qur French colleagues are oroducing the latest version of the discoeraohv.
and have eiven us vermission to use it with a elossarv for Enelish readers
when it is available.

PETER GROVE




